DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS, ANTILLES OFFICE
400 FERNANDEZ JUNCOS AVENUE
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 00901-3299

DEC 05 2nns
PUBLIC NOTICE |

Permit Application No. SAJ-1998-815(LP-ML.)
Joint Permit Application 658

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This District has received an application for a
Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act as
described below:

APPLICANT: Gabriel Espasas
42 Harborview Drive
Palmas del Mar, Humacao, Puerto Rico 00791

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The proposed project is located at Ensenada Honda, off-
road PR-250, on the west side of parcels 9 and 10 at Punta Carenero, Frailes Ward,
Culebra, Puerto Rico.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE: Lat. 18°17'15"N, Lon. 67°16’37"W.

PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic: Commercial marina with a seaplane/marine transportation terminal

Overall: To construct a 60 slips marina to moor recreational craft, water taxi and
seaplane / flight ship activities.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Puerto Rico Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI)
shows the presence of a mangrove fringe along the waterfront portion of the site. Also,
coarse-grained sand beaches are located to the south. The ESI shows benthic marine
habitats, specifically seagrasses and coral reefs in the area. The ESI also shows
sensitive biological resources for the green sea turtle, Chelonia mydas, to the south of
the project site at Bahia Mosquito.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to construct a “U” shape marina
consisting of two 332 x 8 feet piers, with a 145 x 10 feet “T" end at each pier, and a 236
x 10 feet dock connecting the two piers. Access to the marina would be through a 141 x
6 feet walkway and stairs coming from uplands at parcel 9. The walkway would be
constructed on piles, including the portion that is over navigable waters and the existing
mangrove fringe. The marina would include 26 catwalks of 30 x 5 feet, for 60 slips.
Also, 152 mooring piles will be installed. The “T” ends would be used to accommodate
two 145 foot length boats. The applicant proposed to operate a boat rental business
("Bareboat”), and a high speed “Ferry Taxi”, including a seaplane, from the facility.

Also, a dry dock would be placed in uplands.




ENDANGERED SPECIES: The ESI shows sensitive biological resources for the green
sea turtle, Chelonia mydas, to the south of the project site at Bahia Mosquito. Based on
the available information the Corps determines that the project may affect, but is not
likely to adversely affect the species. By means of this public notice the Corps initiates
informal consultation, pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

HISTORIC and CULTURAL RESOURCES: The ESI does not show the presence of
historic or cultural resources at the project surroundings. Based on this information the
Corps does not anticipate impacts to cultural resources. Pursuant to Appendix C, 3.b(1),
to 33CFR 325, and in accordance with 36CFR 800.4(d)(1) the Corps determines that
the undertaking will have no effect on cultural resources.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: This notice initiates Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
consultation requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. According to the ESI there are seagrasses and coral reefs in the
project area, habitats of various life stages of some of the 17 selected managed species.
The applicant informed that the sea bottom at the site does not contain seagrasses. He
also stated that the proposed piers would be built following the WRP Technical Note VN-
RS-3.1 “Design and Construction of Docks to Minimize Seagrass Impacts”, including the
use of translucent grating. Our initial determination is that the proposed action would not
have a substantial adverse impact on Essential Fish Habitat or Federally managed
fisheries in the Caribbean Sea. Our final determination relative to project impacts and the
need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination with the NMFS.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: A Certification of Consistency with the
P.R. Coastal Zone Management Program will be required. A Water Quality Certificate
from the P.R. Environmental Quality Board may not be required.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the applicant.
This information has not been verified. Comments regarding the application should be
submitted in writing within 30 days from the date of this notice to:

Chief Antilles Regulatory Section
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

400 Fernandez Juncos Avenue
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901-3299

or by electronic mail to Myrna.l.L opez@saj02.usace.army.mil. Please reference
application number in your correspondence. [If you have any questions concerning this
application, you may contact Ms. Myrna Lopez of this office, by telephone at 787-729-
6905/6944, extension 3059.




G jo 1 ONIMVYd
(IN-d1)518-866L-rVS "ON NOILVOITddV LINd3d

NOYNITOFU *
[0

A2 EEEA 2209

PR

SRR U0 ]

sanvidondss (R |

aNaoE i

PV S G KN
W

¥ Eﬁ.

WA THT Ve

PR NN

Y X
i eANAg

Ty

305 T

COEpaay DN,

o ¥id
§ "
[N {
VILLs
8 N
\ -— )
sy v @ > e . -
} Savl R
/\ AN
[ KL TIETEEE
& WY favs O21 LNV ILY ONY 3 OO0
i N - ,
Slaf NG
A o . R RTINS DT R Y
Cold 0uMAnNd JN0HT TINVISE YHEA i SO TCER TN

dINAHY dJATTATIMA TVNOLLVN VdddTND

¢ 8




EFAF]
) ! 'da . ) -yo0T *
JHdVYD 3OS | ‘4’0 :AG OINOIHD . . SVSVdS3 13IMEYD HO4 QIuved | i o PO L Mo wooi wo  w LT
SO/LL8 3LVA | 73T ABN, ud ..o Y mgzuo u._._<ox¢<a ¢ nzuuz_ﬁ&m_z: ng QINIYLEO
r A8 NMvea ragt maumz._z sNaon ¥d 'vHEINo SYA Vivg ONY DIHdV00dO0L

TAUON 1
SdI1$ 1¥08 ¥ S3Td ONINOOW 'Sy3ld J§ QuVM 3K 01 8 6 S130HvVd . wog woz  wos  wool
VONOH VIHVE

03804O¥d 40 NOILYIOT
| 3unol4 A Q33vd3Iad YNIIVIN Q3S0d0Yd-

—— TRLOHYLINGN V130D

- ., ; o

POIEe)
.« s ®
.

.
.

——

.

——
‘

S e 5 oo
ITHE

DEEV'9Y2C=A
ERLLRIPLImX

AVANTYA nuuu&.ucm .

S¥quIn £996'y Loy -

ekt SYIL3A 03 201035°61 \ﬂ\\\‘
®

v .

Lradt

———
—

WNIUWH (3S0uQd

€1r68E

SYA¥3NI eIrce
S¥ILIN ‘0§ 6LT66602

Lot 9

£1-.8 XOdddy
JONIYJ JAGHONVW/VINY QNVILIA
I0NJ3Y JJTAUA TYNOLIVYN vaEI M)

LreLe

] §40Z ONIMVuQ
(w d7)S18-8661-rvs .OZZO_._.<O_._n_n_< ._._s_mmr._

N "OVA




(AIn-d1)s18-

.01 XOddd¥) JINIYS

39N438 JA1TNM
IYNOILYN 338vINJ

§JO ¢ ONIMVAQ

SYSVdS3 131y8vo

‘W04 J3YVdINd

¥d 'v¥E3IN0

O¥VYM S31V4 0L 8 6 S130UVd

1405 09 = 3ONIN4 3ADNONVW ¥3A0

14 '0S 00621

- .o YONOH YIHV8 07 0€
866L-r'vS "ON NOILLVDI1ddVY LINY3d YNINVIN d3S0dONd
NVd
AVMHATIVYM 72 YNIAVYIN J3S0d0O¥d
-] -] -] (-] -] (-] (-] -] -]
W21
_I. 08 I~
° ]
THF(Y]
9 “ - -ER A
H : (We2n 9
.nwt
IADYONYH |
[WT6)
0
d il . d
(W2'12) s e
L-69 o ) ° o‘.ﬁl.o ° o o ° ° o °
o]
[WS'021 We'221 02
.OI~NW QMI\HN
el
.Nl.w ﬂzmoWMu
I Ll
Qt
SHIVLS _¢NN
0350d0¥d
(-] (-] -] nxm.uu -] o o H -] [-] o -] o o
tWa'zn
i . (Wa'en v l_
e e - L O L T —— ) W6 A3 n
0€ #
, |
=~ T ey
JANLINNLS 40 V3AY XO¥dAY e thezn
We'T2)
= ¥3LYM d3A0 db 0L _ b :
JANLINALS 40 V3NV 'XDNddY AILVA ol_.. o
Emw_u .
g o o -] -] Quie -] -] -] o -] T-lllll.\oﬂlm
We'L6) WG0'E]
i 01

JHEE

0%



‘HO4 034vd3ud

MO TNy

02 Q¥

OIHdYYHO 3Tv08 | 'd'0 A8 Q3NOIHD

§0/2118 3LVA | 'MI'T  :AS NMVNQ

SdINS Lv0a ¥ 8371d ONINOOW

€ UNOI

"YNIYYW 03S0dO¥d 40 NOILYAZTI )

4d ‘N NVS ' SNIQUYD Nuvd
9-Y ogVIVIA ITIVD
LY991 YIBANN ISNION

3T GO 3 2

SVYSVdS3 13148V

‘A CIyvITad

Yd 'vy83 N0
QYVYM §3TIVHd 01 ¥ 6 S730¥Vd
VYANOH VIHvE

YNIRIYW Q3S0d0YHd

G jo ¥ ONIMVYHA

S1=8 XO¥ddY ,

JONIYS IADYONYH/ONYILIA
39N43¥8 3JIAUA WYNOILWN

(TIN-d1)518-8661-VS "ON NOILVOITddV LINY3d

(V=¥ NOILD3S) NOILVAIT3I
AVMATIVM %2 YNI¥VAN Q3S0d0ONd

08 0
1} S 08

]
£2 = ‘ATH
42 = AN

e

Do s Mt | Ko 0 el .

-]

e |3 I

"TSHY S _

0.1¢ 6~,8€

SYUIVLS
I350d0¥d

|~ oieed | w0y | _.‘zoma% ]
X

39NJ3¥ 341TIA ¥3A0
AVAITVA 13S0d0¥d

‘'dAL ‘30 .02 @
¥3ld JLIWONDD
NNVOS .91%.81 'dAL

w2101

CWE'01)
g

ONILYY9
d¥J LNIJNISNYAL
/A ¥31d 735040¥d

+6~.2EE




§3J0 G ONIMVYA
(TIN-d7)51L8-8661-rVS "ON NOILVOITddV LINNId

SYSVdS3 13148vD

YOS Q3IYVLINY

¥d 'Yeg3Nd
Q¥YM SIS 0L % 6 ST3DYvd
VONOH VIHvE

YNV 33S0d0¥d

N030 ddId ANV
Jd1ld FLI4ONOD "JdAL

d3Id 3L333NOJ
.81X,81

—

WY3€ 3LIYINDD 21X.91
ONILYHO INIONISNYYL d¥d _

(NVId 333D sawva

TSHY &

WVY38 3L330NOJ .21X.6

Id ONIYOOW
JOOM "dAL

ONOT .0y 'XOdddv L
371d ONIN0O0W
@ .21 'dAl
WdLLgg v3s




IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Preliminary review of this application indicates that an
Environmental Impact Statement will not be required. Coordination with US Fish and Wildlife
Service, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Marine Fisheries Services, and
other Federal, State, and local agencies, environmental groups, and concerned citizens generally
yields pertinent environmental information that is instrumental in determining the impact the
proposed action will have on the natural resources of the area. By means of this notice, we are
soliciting comments on the potential effects of the project on threatened or endangered species or
their habitat.

IMPACT ON CULTURAL RESOURCES: Review of the latest published version of the National
Register of Historic Places indicates that no registered properties, or properties listed as eligible
for inclusion therein, are located at the site of the proposed work. Presently, unknown
archaeological, scientific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost or destroyed by the work to
be accomplished.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the
probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.
The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal
will be considered including cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation,
economics, esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and
accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water gquality, energy needs, safety, food
and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and in general, the
needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will
also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority
of Section 404(b} of the Clean Water Act of the criteria established under authority of Section
102(a) of the Marine, Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be
granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the public interest.

The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate
the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make
or deny this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the
proposed activity.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florida, the State approval constitutes
compliance with the approved Coastal Zone Management Plan. In Puerto Rico, a Coastal Zone
Management Consistency Concurrence is required from the Puerto Rico Planning Board. In the
Virgin Islands, the Department of Planning and Natural Resources permit constitutes compliance
with approved Coastal Zone Management Plan.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request a pub ic hearing. The request
must be submitted in writing to the District Engineer wathln the designated comment period of the




